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WARNING!!

This additional booklet does not negate the use of the Sabbath School Lesson prepared
by the General Conference of Seventh Day Adventist Church, instead it expounds into
more details the subjects presented in the Quarterly Lessons through the light of the

writings of God’s prophetess, Ellen Gould White. In other words, it should not be studied

without the reading of the Sabbath School Lesson.

KEY
GC - The Great Controversy
AA — The Acts of the Apostles
PK - Prophets and Kings

RH - Review and Herald
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THE COSMIC CONTROVERSY

And there was war in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon; and the
dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed
not; neither was their place found any more in
heaven. And the great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast
out into the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him. And | heard a loud voice saying
in heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and
the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night. And they
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the word of their testimony; and they loved
not their lives unto the death. Therefore
rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in
them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and
of the seal for the devil is come down unto
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth
that he hath but a short time.[Revelation
12:7-12]

What is the cause of this cosmic conflict?

Before the entrance of evil, there was peace
and joy throughout the universe. All was in
perfect harmony with the Creator's will. Love
for God was supreme, love for one another
impartial. Christ the Word, the only begotten
of God, was one with the eternal Father, —
one in nature, in character, and in purpose,—
the only being in all the universe that could
enter into all the counsels and purposes of
God. {GC88 493.1}

But there was one that chose to pervert this
freedom. Sin originated with him, who, next to
Christ, had been most honored of God, and
who stood highest in power and glory among
the inhabitants of Heaven. Before his fall,
Lucifer was first of the covering cherubs, holy

and undefiled. [Ezekiel 28:12-17]. {GC
493.3}

Pride in his own glory nourished the desire for
supremacy. The high honors conferred upon
Lucifer were not appreciated as the gift of
God, and called forth no gratitude to the
Creator. He gloried in his brightness and
exaltation, and aspired to be equal with God.
He was beloved and reverenced by the
heavenly host. Angels delighted to execute
his commands, and he was clothed with
wisdom and glory above them all. Yet the
Son of God was the acknowledged sovereign
of Heaven, one in power and authority with
the Father. In all the counsels of God, Christ
was a participant, while Lucifer was not
permitted thus to enter into the divine
purposes. “Why,” questioned this mighty
angel, “should Christ have the supremacy?
Why is he thus honored above Lucifer?”
{GC88 495.1}

Whom did it involve?

Leaving his place in the immediate presence
of God, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit
of discontent among the angels. Working with
mysterious secrecy, and for a time concealing
his real purpose under an appearance of
reverence for God, he endeavored to excite
dissatisfaction concerning the laws that
governed heavenly beings, intimating that
they imposed an unnecessary restraint. Since
their natures were holy, he urged that the
angelsshould obey the dictates of their own
will. He sought to create sympathy for
himself, by representing that God had dealt
unjustly with him in bestowing supreme honor
upon Christ. He claimed that in aspiring to
greater power and honor he was not aiming
at self-exaltation, but was seeking to secure
liberty for all the inhabitants of Heaven, that
by this means they might attain to a higher
state of existence. {GC88 495.2}
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So how does it affect us?

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in
Heaven, still inspires rebellion on earth.
Satan has continued with men the same
policy which he pursued with the angels. His
spirit now reigns in the children of
disobedience. Like him they seek to break
down the restraints of the law of God, and
promise men liberty through transgression of
its precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the
spirit of hatred and resistance. When God's
messages of warning are brought home to
the conscience, Satan leads men to justify
themselves, and to seek the sympathy of
others in their course of sin. Instead of
correcting their errors, they excite indignation
against the reprover, as if he were the sole
cause of difficulty. From the days of righteous
Abel to our own time, such is the spirit which
has been displayed toward those who dare to
condemn sin. {GC88 500.2}

How will it end?

In the final execution of the Judgment it will
be seen that no cause for sin exists. When
the Judge of all the earth shall demand of
Satan, “Why hast thou rebelled against me,
and robbed me of the subjects of my
kingdom?” the originator of evil can rend er
no excuse. Every mouth will be stopped, and
all the hosts of rebellion will be speechless.
{GC88 503.2}

The cross of Calvary, while it declares the law
immutable, proclaims to the universe that the
wages of sin is death. In the Saviour's
expiring cry, “It is finished,” the death-knell of
Satan was rung. The great controversy which
had been so long in progress was then
decided, and the final eradication of evil was
made certain. The Son of God passed
through the portals of

the tomb, that “through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil.” [Hebrews 2:14.] {GC88 503.3}

The whole universe will have become
witnesses to the nature and results of sin.
And its utter extermination, which in the
beginning would have brought fear to angels
and dishonor to God, will now vindicate his
love and establish his honor before a
universe of beings who delight to do his will,
and in whose heart is his law. Never will evil
again be manifest. Says the Word of God,
“Affliction shall not rise up the second time.”
[Nahum 1:9.] The law of God, which Satan
has reproached as the yoke of bondage, will
be honored as the law of liberty. A tested and
proved creation will never again be turned
from allegiance to Him whose character has
been fully manifested before them as
fathomless love and infinite wisdom. {GC88
504.1}
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DANIEL AND THE END TIME

“‘Among those who maintained their
allegiance to God were Daniel and his three
companions--illustrious examples of what
men may become who unite with the God of
wisdom and power. From the comparative
simplicity of their Jewish home, these youth
of royal line were taken to the most
magnificent of cities and into the court of the
world's greatest monarch. Nebuchadnezzar
"spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his
eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the
children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and
of the princes; children in whom was no
blemish, but well favored, and skillful in all
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and
understanding science, and such as had

ability in them to stand in the king's palace. . .

{PK 480.1}
The first temptation

At the very outset of their career there came
to them a decisive test of character. It was
provided that they should eat of the food and
drink of the wine that came from the king's
table. In this the king thought to give them an
expression of his favor and of his solicitude
for their welfare. But a portion having been
offered to idols, the food from the king's table
was consecrated to idolatry; and one
partaking of it would be regarded as offering
homage to the gods of Babylon. In such
homage, loyalty to Jehovah forbade Daniel
and his companions to join. Even a mere
pretense of eating the food or drinking the
wine would be a denial of their faith. To do
this would be to array themselves with
heathenism and to dishonor the principles of
the law of God. {PK 481. 2}

Nor dared they risk the enervating effect of
luxury and dissipation on physical, mental,
and spiritual development. They were

acquainted with the history of Nadab and
Abihu, the record of whose intemperance and
its results had been preserved in the
parchments of the Pentateuch; and they
knew that their own physical and mental
power would be injuriously affected by the
use of wine. {PK 482.1}

Was this behaviour just spontaneously
manifested?

Daniel and his associates had been trained
by their parents to habits of strict temperance.
They had been taught that God would hold
them accountable for their capabilities, and
that they must never dwarf or enfeeble their
powers. This education was to Daniel and his
companions the means of their preservation
amidst the demoralizing influences of the
court of Babylon. Strong were the temptations
surrounding them in that corrupt and
luxurious court, but they remained
uncontaminated. No power, no influence,
could sway them from the principles they had
learned in early life by a study of the word
and works of God. {PK 482.2}

Was there any chance of disobedience?

Had Daniel so desired, he might have found
in his surroundings a plausible excuse for
departing from strictly temperate habits. He
might have argued that, dependent as he
was on the king's favor and subject to his
power, there was no other course for him to
pursue than to eat of the king's food and drink
of his wine; for should he adhere to the divine
teaching, he would offend the king and
probably lose his position and his life. Should
he disregard the commandment of the Lord
he would retain the favor of the king and
secure for himself intellectual advantages and
flattering worldly prospects. {PK 482.3}

What can we learn from the story of
Daniele today?
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As God called Daniel to witness for Him in
Babylon, so He calls us to be His witnesses
in the world today. In the smallest as well as
the largest affairs of life, He desires us to
reveal to men the principles of His kingdom.
Many are waiting for some great work to be
brought to them, while daily they lose
opportunities for revealing faithfulness to
God. Daily they fail of discharging with
wholeheartedness the little duties of life.
While they wait for some large work in which
they may exercise supposedly great talents,
and thus satisfy their ambitious longings, their
days pass away. {PK 487.3}
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JESUS AND THE BOOK OF REVELATION

“This revelation was given for the guidance
and comfort of the church throughout the
Christian dispensation. Yet religious teachers
have declared that it is a sealed book and its
secrets cannot be explained. Therefore many
have turned from the prophetic record,
refusing to devote time and study to its
mysteries. But God does not wish His people
to regard the book thus. It is "the revelation of
Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to
show unto His servants things which must
shortly come to pass." "Blessed is he that
readeth,” the Lord declares, "and they that
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written therein: for the
time is at hand." Verses 1, 3. "l testify unto
every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book: and if
any man shall take away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part out of the book of life, and out
of the Holy City, and from the things which
are written in this book. He which testifieth
these things saith, Surely | come quickly."
Revelation 22:18-20. {AA 583.1}

The Sanctuary Motif in Revelation

As a people, we should be earnest students
of prophecy; we should not rest until we
become intelligent in regard to the subject of
the sanctuary, which is brought out in the
visions of Daniel and John. This subject
sheds great light on our present position and
work, and gives us unmistakable proof that
God has led us in our past experience. It
explains our disappointment in 1844, showing
us that the sanctuary to be cleansed was not
the earth, as we had supposed, but that
Christ then entered into the most holy
apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and is

there performing the closing work of his
priestly office, in fulfillment of the words of the
angel to the prophet Daniel, "Unto two
thousand and three hundred days; then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed." {RH, November
27,1883 par. 9}

The image of the ark of the covenant in the
heavenly sanctuary is an indisputable
reference to the Most Holy Place, or second
apartment. In the book of Revelation, we can
see not just Jesus’ two-apartment ministry but
the crucial and comforting fact that events in
heaven and earth are linked. Even amid the
trials of history and the last days as depicted
in the book of Revelation, we can have the
assurance that “all heaven is engaged in the
work of preparing a people to stand in the
day of the Lord’s preparation. The connection
of heaven with earth seems very close.”--
Ellen G. White, My Life Today,p. 307.
{2018, Sabbath School Guide, April, May,
June, p25}
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SALVATION AND THE END TIMES

"l will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel." Genesis 3:15. The divine
sentence pronounced against Satan after the
fall of man was also a prophecy, embracing
all the ages to the close of time and
foreshadowing the great conflict to engage all
the races of men who should live upon the
earth. God declares: "I will put enmity." This
enmity is not naturally entertained. When
man transgressed the divine law, his nature
became evil, and he was in harmony, and not
at variance, with Satan. There exists
naturally no enmity between sinful man and
the originator of sin. Both became evil
through apostasy. The apostate is never at
rest, except as he obtains sympathy and
support by inducing others to follow his
example. For this reason fallen angels and
wicked men unite in desperate
companionship. Had not God specially
interposed, Satan and man would have
entered into an alliance against Heaven; and
instead of cherishing enmity against Satan,
the whole human family would have been
united in opposition to God. [The Great
Controversy page 505].

Satan's enmity against the human race is
kindled because, through Christ, they are the
objects of God's love and mercy. He desires
to thwart the divine plan for man's
redemption, to cast dishonor upon God, by
defacing and defiling His handiwork; he would
cause grief in heaven and fill the earth with
woe and desolation. And he points to all this
evil as the result of God's work in creating
man. It is the grace that Christ implants in the
soul which creates in man enmity against
Satan. Without this converting grace and
renewing power, man would

continue the captive of Satan, a servant ever
ready to do his bidding. But the new principle
in the soul creates conflict where hitherto
had been peace. The power which Christ
imparts enables man to resist the tyrant and
usurper. Whoever is seen to abhor sin
instead of loving it, whoever resists and
conquers those passions that have held
sway within, displays the operation of a
principle wholly from above. [The Great
Controversy page 506]

Satan summons all his forces and throws his
whole power into the combat. Why is it that
he meets with no greater resistance? Why
are the soldiers of Christ so sleepy and
indifferent? Because they have so little real
connection with Christ; because they are so
destitute of His Spirit. Sin is not to them
repulsive and abhorrent, as it was to their
Master. They do not meet it, as did Christ,
with decisive and determined resistance.
They do not realize the exceeding evil and
malignity of sin, and they are blinded both to
the character and the power of the prince of
darkness. While men are ignorant of his
devices, this vigilant foe is upon their track
every moment. He is intruding his presence
in every department of the household, in eve
ry street of our cities, in the churches, in
the national councils, in the courts of
justice, perplexing, deceiving, seducing,
everywhere ruining the souls and bodies of
men, women, and children, breaking up
families, sowing hatred, emulation, strife,
sedition, murder. And the Christian world
seem to regard these things as though God
had appointed them and they must exist.
[The Great Controversy page 508].

Satan is continually seeking to overcome the
people of God by breaking down the barriers
which separate them from the world. Ancient
Israel were enticed into sin when they

ventured into forbidden association with the
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heathen. In a similar manner are modern
Israel led astray. "The god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto
them." 2 Corinthians 4:4. All who are not
decided followers of Christ are servants of
Satan. In the unregenerate heart there is love
of sin and a disposition to cherish and excuse
it. In the renewed heart there is hatred of sin
and determined resistance against it. When
Christians choose the society of the ungodly
and unbelieving, they expose themselves to
temptation. Conformity to worldly customs
converts the church to the world; it never
converts the world to Christ. Familiarity with
sin will inevitably cause it to appear less
repulsive. He who chooses to associate with
the servants of Satan will soon cease to fear
their master. When in the way of duty we are
brought into trial, as was Daniel in the king's
court, we may be sure that God will protect
us; but if we place ourselves under
temptation we shall fall sooner or later.

The tempter often works most successfully
through those who are least suspected of
being under his control. The possessors of
talent and education are admired and
honored, as if these qualities could atone
for the absence of the fear of God or entitle
men to His favor. Talent and culture,
considered in themselves, are gifts of God;
but when these are made to supply the place
of piety, when, instead of bringing the soul
nearer to God, they lead away from Him, then
they become a curse and a snare. [The
Great Controversy page 509].

By earnest prayer and dependence upon
God, Solomon obtained the wisdom which
excited the wonder and admiration of the
world. But when he turned from the Source of
his strength, and went forward relying upon
himself, he fell a prey to temptation. Then the

marvelous powers bestowed on this wisest of
kings only rendered him a more effective agent of
the adversary of souls. While Satan is constantly
seeking to blind their minds to the fact, let
Christians never forget that they "wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against wicked spirits in high
places." Ephesians 6:12, margin. The inspired
warning is sounding down the centuries to our
time: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour." 1 Peter
5:8. "Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."
Ephesians 6:11.[The Great Controversy page
510]

From the days of Adam to our own time, our great
enemy has been exercising his power to oppress
and destroy. He is now preparing for his last
campaign against the church. All who seek to
follow Jesus will be brought into conflict with this
relentless foe. The more nearly the Christian
imitates the divine Pattern, the more surely will he
make himself a mark for the attacks of Satan. All
who are actively engaged in the cause of God,
seeking to unveil the deceptions of the evil one
and to present Christ before the people, will be
able to join in the testimony of Paul, in which he
speaks of serving the Lord with all humility of
mind, with many tears and temptations. [The
Great Controversy page 510]

Satan assailed Christ with his fiercest and most
subtle temptations, but he was repulsed in every
conflict. Those battles were fought in our behalf;
those victories make it possible for us to conquer.
Christ will give strength to all who seek it. No man
without his own consent can be overcome by
Satan. The tempter has no power to control the
will or to force the soul to sin. He may distress, but
he cannot contaminate. He can cause agony, but
not defilementThe fact that Christ has conquered
should inspire His followers with courage to fight
manfully the battle against sin and Satan. [The
Great Controversy page 510].
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CHRIST IN THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY

"l beheld," says the prophet Daniel, "till
thrones were placed, and One that was
Ancient of Days did sit: His raiment was white
as snow, and the hair of His head like pure
wool; His throne was fiery flames, and the
wheels thereof burning fire. A fiery stream
issued and came forth from before Him:
thousand thousands ministered unto Him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before Him: the judgment was set, and
the books were opened." Daniel 7:9, 10,
R.V. Thus was presented to the prophet's
vision the great and solemn day when
the characters and the lives of men should
pass in review before the Judge of all the
earth, and to every man should be rendered
"according to his works." The Ancient of
Days is God the Father. Says the psalmist:
"Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and
the world, even from everlasting to
everlasting, Thou art God." Psalm 90:2. It is
He, the source of all being, and the fountain
of all law, that is to preside in the judgment.
And holy angels as ministers and witnesses,
in number "ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands," attend this
great tribunal. [The Great Controversy,
page 479]

"And, behold, one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of Days, and they
brought Him near before Him. And there was
given Him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve Him: His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away." Daniel 7:13, 14. The
coming of Christ here described is not His
second coming to the earth. He comes to the
Ancient of Days in heaven to receive
dominion and glory and a kingdom, which will

be given Him at the close of His work as a
mediator. It is this coming, and not His
second advent to the earth, that was foretold
in prophecy to take place at the termination of
the 2300 days in 1844. Attended by heavenly
angels, our great High Priest enters the holy
of holies and there appears in the presence
of God to engage in the last acts of His
ministration in behalf of man--to perform the
work of investigative judgment and to make
an atonement for all who are shown to be
entitled to its benefits.

In the typical service only those who had
come before God with confession and
repentance, and whose sins, through the
blood of the sin offering, were transferred to
the sanctuary, had a part in the service of the
Day of Atonement. So in the great day of
final atonement and investigative judgment
the only cases considered are those of the
professed people of God. The judgment of
the wicked is a distinct and separate work,
and takes place at a later period. "Judgment
must begin at the house of God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the gospel?" 1 Peter 4:17.
The books of record in heaven, in which the
names and the deeds of men are registered,
are to determine the decisions of the
judgment. Says the prophet Daniel: "The
judgment was set, and the books were
opened." The revelator, describing the same
scene, adds: "Another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works."
Revelation 20:12. [The Great Controversy
page 480].

The book of life contains the names of all who
have ever entered the service of God. Jesus
bade His disciples: "Rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven." Luke 10:20.
Paul speaks of his faithful fellow workers,
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"whose names are in the book of life."
Philippians 4:3. Daniel, looking down to "a
time of trouble, such as never was," declares
that God's people shall be delivered,
"everyone that shall be found written in the
book." And the revelator says that those only
shall enter the city of God whose names "are
written in the Lamb's book of life." Daniel
12:1; Revelation 21:27.

"A book of remembrance” is written before
God, in which are recorded the good deeds
of "them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon His name." Malachi 3:16. Their
words of faith, their acts of love, are
registered in heaven. Nehemiah refers to
this when he says: "Remember me, O my
God, ... and wipe not out my good deeds
that | have done for the house of my God."
Nehemiah 13:14. There every temptation
resisted, every evil overcome, every word of
tender pity expressed, is faithfully chronicled.
There is a record also of the sins of men. "For
God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil." Every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give account thereof
in the day of judgment.” Says the Saviour:
"By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by
thy words thou shalt be condemned.”
Ecclesiastes 12:14; Matthew 12:36, 37. The
secret purposes and motives appear in the
unerring register; for God "will bring to light
the hiddenthings of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts." |
Corinthians 4:5. [The Great Controversy
page 481]

The law of God is the standard by which the
characters and the lives of men will be tested
in the judgment. Says the wise man: "Fear
God, and keep His commandments: for this is
the whole duty of man. For God shall bring
every work into judgment.” Ecclesiastes
12:13, 14. The righteous dead will not be

raised until after the judgment at which they
are accounted worthy of "the resurrection of
life." Hence they will not be present in person
at the tribunal when their records are
examined and their cases decided. [The
Great Controversy page 482]

As the books of record are opened in the
judgment, the lives of all who have believed
on Jesus come in review before God.
Beginning with those who first lived upon the
earth, our Advocatepresents the cases of
each successive generation, and closes with
the living. Every name ismentioned, every
case closely investigated. Names are
accepted, names rejected. When any have
sins remaining upon the books of record,
unrepented of and unforgiven, their names
will be blotted out of the book of life, and the
record of their good deeds will be erased
from the book of God's remembrance. All
who have truly repented of sin, and by faith
claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning
sacrifice, have had pardon entered against
their names in the books of heaven; as they
have become partakers of the righteousness
of Christ, and their characters are found to be
in harmony with the law of God, their sins will
be blotted out, and they themselves will be
accounted worthy of eternal life. [The Great
Controversy page 483].

The work of the investigative judgment and
the blotting out of sins is to be accomplished
before the second advent of the Lord. At the
time appointed for the judgment--the close of
the 2300 days, in 1844--began the work
of investigation and blotting out of sins. In
the judgment the use made of every talent
will be scrutinized. How have we employed
the capital lent us of Heaven? Will the Lord at
His coming receive His own with usury? Have
we improved the powers entrusted us, in
hand and heart and brain, to the glory of God
and the blessing of the world? How have we
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used our time, our pen, our voice, our money,

our influence? What have we done for Christ,

in the person of the poor, the afflicted, the

orphan, or the widow? [The Great

Controversy page 485, 486, 487]

The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in

the sanctuary above is as essential to the

plan ofsalvation as was His death upon the

cross. By His death He began that work

which after His resurrection He ascended to

complete in heaven. We are now living in

the great day of atonement. In the typical

service, while the high priest was making the

atonement for Israel, all were required to

afflict their souls by repentance of sin and

humiliation before the Lord, lest they be cut

off from among the people. In like manner, all

who would have their names retained in the

book of life should now, in the few remaining

days of their probation, afflict their souls

before God by sorrow for sin and true

repentance. There must be deep, faithful

searching of heart. [The Great Controversy

page 489].

The work of preparation is an individual work.

We are not saved in groups. Everyone must

be tested and found without spot or wrinkle or

any such thing The judgmen t is now passing

in the sanctuary above. For many years this

work has been in progress. Soon--none know

how soon--it will pass to the cases of the

living. When the work of the investigative

judgment closes, the destiny of all will have

been decided for life or death. The righteous

and the wicked will still be living upon the

earth in their mortal state--men will be

planting and building, eating and drinking, all

unconscious that the final, irrevocable

decision has been pronounced in the

sanctuary above. "Watch ye therefore: . . .

lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping.”

Mark 13:35, 36. [The Great Controversy

490, 491]
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THE CHANGE OF THE LAW

The temple of God was opened in heaven,
and there was seen in His temple the ark of
His testament.” Revelation 11:19. The ark of
God's testament is in the holy of holies, the
second apartment of the sanctuary. In the
ministration of the earthly tabernacle, which
served "unto the example and shadow of
heavenly things," this apartment was opened
only upon the great Day of Atonement for the
cleansing of the sanctuary. Therefore the
announcement that the temple of God was
opened in heaven and the ark of His
testament was seen points to the opening of
the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary
in 1844 as Christ entered there to perform the
closing work of the atonement. Those who
by faith followed their great High Priest as He
entered upon His ministry in the most holy
place, beheld the ark of His testament. As
they had studied the subject of the sanctuary
they had come to understand the Saviour's
change of ministration, and they saw that
He was now officiating before the ark of
God, pleading His blood in behalf of sinners.
[The Great Controversy page 433].

The law of God in the sanctuary in heaven is
the great original, of which the precepts
inscribedupon the tables of stone and
recorded by Moses in the Pentateuch
were an unerring transcript. Those who
arrived at an understanding of this important
point were thus led to see the sacred,
unchanging character of the divine law. They
saw, as never before, the force of the
Saviour's words: "Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law." Matthew 5:18. In the very
bosom of the Decalogue is the fourth
commandment, as it was first proclaimed:
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work:
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the

Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed
it." Exodus 20:8-11. [The Great
Controversy page 434]

The Spirit of God impressed the hearts of
those students of His word. The conviction
was urged upon them that they had
ignorantly transgressed this precept by
disregarding the Creator's rest day. They
began to examine the reasons for observing
the first day of the week instead of the day
which God had sanctified. They could find
no evidence in the Scriptures that the fourth
commandment had been abolished, or that
the Sabbath had been changed; the blessing
which first hallowed the seventh day had
never been removed. Many and earnest
were the efforts made to overthrow their
faith. None could fail to see that if the
earthly sanctuary was a figure or pattern of
the heavenly, the law deposited in the ark on
earth was an exact transcript of the law in
the ark in heaven; and that an
acceptance of the truth concerning the
heavenly sanctuary involved an
acknowledgment of the claims of God's law
and the obligation of the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment..

Those who had accepted the light concerning
the mediation of Christ and the perpetuity of
the law of God found that these were the
truths presented in Revelation 14. The
messages of this chapter constitute a
threefold warning which is to prepare the
inhabitants of the earth for the Lord's second
coming. By the first angel, men are called
upon to "fear God, and give glory to Him"



NSO RN “May 5-11

and to worship Him as the Creator of the
heavens and the earth. In order to do this,
they must obey His law. Says the wise man:
"Fear God, and keep His commandments: for
this is the whole duty of man." Ecclesiastes
12:13. In Revelation 14, men are called upon
to worship the Creator; and the prophecy
brings to view a class that, as the result
of the threefold message, are keeping the
commandments of God. One of these
commandments points directly to God as the
Creator. The fourth precept declares: "The
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God: . .. for in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day,
and hallowed it." Exodus 20:10, 11.
Concerning the Sabbath, the Lord says,
further, that it is "a sign, . . . that ye may
know that | am the Lord your God." Ezekiel
20:20. And the reason given is: "For in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and
on the seventh day He rested, and was
refreshed.”" Exodus 31:17 "The importance of
the Sabbath as the memorial of creation is
that it keeps ever present the true reason
why worship is due to God"--because He is
the Creator, and we are His creatures. "The
Sabbath therefore lies at the very foundation
of divine worship, for it teaches this great
truth in the most impressive manner, and no
other institution does this. The true ground of
divine worship, not of that on the seventh
day, merely, but of all worship, is found in the
distinction between the Creator and His
creatures. This great fact can never become
obsolete, and must never be forgotten."--J.
N. Andrews, History of the Sabbath,
chapter 27. [The Great Controversy page
437, 438].

In contrast to those who keep the
commandments of God and have the faith of

Jesus, the third angel points to another
class, against whose errors a solemn and
fearful warning is uttered: "If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead,or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God." Revelation 14:9, 10. In chapter 13
(verses 1-10) is described another beast,
"like unto a leopard," to which the dragon
gave "his power, and his seat, and great
authority." This symbol, as most Protestants
have believed, represents the papacy, which
succeeded to the power and seat and
authority once held by the ancient Roman
empire. [The Great Controversy page 438].

The special characteristic of the beast, and
therefore of his image, is the breaking of
God's commandments. The papacy has
attempted to change the law of God. The
second commandment, forbidding image
worship, has been dropped from the law, and
the fourth commandment has been so
changed as to authorize the observance of
the first instead of the seventh day as the
Sabbath. It is a fact generally admitted by
Protestants that the Scriptures give no
authority for the change of the Sabbath
Roman Catholics acknowledge that the
change of the Sabbath was made by their
church, and declare that Protestants by
observing the Sunday are recognizing her
power. [The Great Controversy page 447].

The enforcement of Sundaykeeping on the
part of Protestant churches is an enforcement
of the worship of the papacy--of the beast.
But Christians of past generations observed
the Sunday, supposing that in so doing they
were keeping the Bible Sabbath; and there
are now true Christians in every church, not
excepting the Roman Catholic communion,
who honestly believe that Sunday is the
Sabbath of divine appointment. God accepts
their sincerity of purpose and their integrity
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before Him. But when Sunday observance
shall be enforced by law, and the world shall
be enlightened concerning the obligation of
the true Sabbath, then whoever shall
transgress the command of God, to obey a
precept which has no higher authority than
that of Rome, will thereby honor popery
above God. He is paying homage to Rome
and to the power which enforces the
institution ordained by Rome. He is
worshipping the beast and his image. [The
Great Controversy page 449]

And it is not until the issue is thus plainly set
before the people, and they are brought to
choose between the commandments of God
and the commandments of men, that those
who continue in transgression will receive
"the mark of the beast.” The most fearful
threatening ever addressed to mortals is
contained in the third angel's message. Men
are not to be left in darkness concerning this
important matter; the warning against this sin
is to be given to the world before the visitation
of God's judgments, that all may know why
they are to be inflicted, and have opportunity
to escape them. In the issue of the contest all
Christendom will be divided into two great
classes--those who keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus, and those who
worship the beast and his image and receive
his mark. Although church and state will unite
their power to compel "all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and bond"
(Revelation 13:16), to receive "the mark of
the beast," yet the people of God will not
receive it. The prophet of Patmos beholds
"them that had gotten thevictory over the
beast, and over his image, and over his mark,
and over the number of his name, stand on
the sea of glass, having the harps of God"
and singing the song of Moses and the Lamb.
Revelation 15:2, 3. [The Great Controversy
page 450].
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MATHEW 24 AND 25.

"If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in
this thy day, the things which belong unto thy
peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes.
For the days shall come upon thee, that thine
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round, and keep thee in on
every side, and shall lay thee even with the
ground, and thy children within thee; and they
shall not leave in thee one stone upon
another; because thou knewest not the time
of thy visitation." [LUKE 19:42-44.] {GC88
17.1}

From the crest of Olivet, Jesus looked upon
Jerusalem. Fair and peaceful was the scene
spread out before him. It was the season of
the Passover, and from all lands the children
of Jacob had gathered there to celebrate the
great national festival. In the midst of gardens
and vineyards, and green slopes studded
with pilgrims' tents, rose the terraced hills, the
stately palaces, and massive bulwarks of
Israel's capital. The daughter of Zion seemed
in her pride to say, "I sit a queen, and shall
see no sorrow;" as lovely then, and deeming
herself as secure in Heaven's favor, as when,
ages before, the royal minstrel sung,
"Beautiful of situation, the joy of the whole
earth, is Mount Zion," "the city of the great
King." [PS. 48:2.] In full view were the
magnificent buildings of the temple. The rays
of the setting sun lighted up the snowy
whiteness of its marble walls, and gleamed
from golden gate and tower and pinnacle.
"The perfection of beauty" it stood, the pride
of the Jewish nation. What child of Israel
could gaze upon the scene without a thrill of
joy and admiration! But far other thoughts
occupied the mind of Jesus. "When he was
come near, he beheld the city, and wept over
it." [LUKE 19:41.] Amid the universal
rejoicing of the triumphal entry, while palm

branches waved, while glad hosannas awoke
the echoes of the hills, and thousands of
voices declared him king, the world's
Redeemer was overwhelmed with a sudden
and mysterious sorrow. He, the Son of God,
the Promised One of Israel, whose power had
conqguered death, and called its captives from
the grave, was in tears, not of ordinary grief,
but of intense, irrepressible agony. {GC88
17.2}.

His tears were not for himself, though he well
knew whither his feet were tending. Before
him lay Gethsemane, the scene of his
approaching agony. The sheep gate also was
in sight, through which for centuries the
victims for sacrifice had been led, and which
was to open for him when he should be
"brought as a lamb to the slaughter.” [ISA.
53:7.] Not far distant was Calvary, the place
of crucifixion. Upon the path which Christ was
soon to tread must fall the horror of great
darkness as he should make his soul an
offering for sin. Yet it was not the
contemplation of these scenes that cast the
shadow upon him in this hour of gladness. No
foreboding of his own superhuman anguish
clouded that unselfish spirit. He wept for the
doomed thousands of Jerusalem-- because
of the blindness and impenitence of those
whom he came to bless and to save. {GC88
18.1}

Prophets had wept over the apostasy of
Israel, and the terrible desolations by which
their sins were visited. Jeremiah wished that
his eyes were a fountain of tears, that he
might weep day and night for the slain of the
daughter of his people, for the Lord's flock
that was carried away captive. [JER. 9:1;
13:17.] What, then, was the grief of Him
whose prophetic glance took in, not years,
but ages! He beheld the destroying angel
with sword uplifted against the city which had
so long been Jehovah's dwelling-place. From



SOV “May 12-18

the ridge of Olivet, the very spot afterward
occupied by Titus and his army, he looked
across the valley upon the sacred courts and
porticoes, and with tear-dimmed eyes he
saw, in awful perspective,the walls
surrounded by alien hosts. He heard the
tread of armies marsha ling for war. He heard
the voice of mothers and children crying for
bread in the besieged city. He saw her holy
and beautiful house, her palaces and towers,
given to the flames, and where once they
stood, only a heap of smouldering ruins.
{GC88 21.2}

Looking down the ages, he saw the covenant
people scattered in every land, "like wrecks
on a desert shore." In the temporal retribution
about to fall upon her children, he saw but the
first draught from that cup of wrath which at
the final Judgment she must dr ain to its
dregs.Divine pity, yearning love, found
utterance in the mournful words: "O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent
unto thee, how often would | have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and
ye would not!' [MATT. 23:37.] Oh that thou, a
nation favored above every other, hadst
known the time of thy visitation, and the
things that belong unto thy peace! | have
stayed the angel of justice, | have called thee
to repentance, but in vain. It is not merely
servants, delegates, and prophets, whom
thou hast refused and rejected, but the Holy
One of Israel, thy Redeemer. If thou art
destroyed, thou alone art responsible. "Ye will
not come to me, that ye might have life."
[JOHN 5:40.] {GC88 21.3}

Christ saw in Jerusalem a symbol of the
world hardened in unbelief and rebellion, and
hastening on to meet the retributive
judgments of God. The woes of a fallen race,
pressing upon his soul, forced from his lips

that exceeding bitter cry. He saw the record
of sin traced in human misery, tears, and
blood; his heart was moved with infinite pity
for the afflicted and suffering ones of earth;
he yearned to relieve them all. But even his
hand might not turn back the tide of human
woe; few would seek their only source of
help. He was willing to pour out his soul unto
death, to bring salvation within their reach;
but few would come to him that they might
have life. {GC88 22.1}

Like Israel of old, the wicked destroy
themselves; they fall by their iniquity. By a life
of sin, they have placed themselves so out of
harmony with God, their natures have
become so debased with evil, that the
manifestation of his glory is to them a
consuming fire. {GC88 37.2}

Let men beware lest they neglect the lesson
conveyed to them in the words of Christ. As
he warned his disciples of Jerusalem's
destruction, giving them a sign of the
approaching ruin, that they might make their
escape, so he has warned the world of the
day of final destruction, and has given them
tokens of its approach, that all who will may
flee from the wrath to come. Jesus declares,
"There shall be signs in the sun, and in the
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations." [LUKE 21:25; MATT.
24:29; MARK 13:24-26; REV. 6:12-17.]
Those who behold these harbingers of his
coming are to "know that it is near, even at
the doors." [MATT 24:33.] "Watch ye
therefore,” [MARK 13:35.] are his words
ofadmonition. They that heed the warning
shall not be left in darkness, that that day
should overtake them unawares. But to them
that will not watch, "the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night." [1 THESS.
5:2-5.]1 {GC88 38.1}
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The world is no more ready to credit the
message for this time than were the Jews to
receive the Saviour's warning concerning
Jerusalem. Come when it may, the day of
God will come unawares to the ungodly.
When life is going on in its unvarying round;
when men are absorbed in pleasure, in
business, in traffic, in money-making; when
religious leaders are magnifying the world's
progress and enlightenment, and the people
are lulled in a false security,--then, as the
midnight thief steals within the unguarded
dwelling, so shall sudden destruction come
upon the careless and ungodly, "and they
shall not escape." [1 THESS. 5:2-5.] {GC88
38.2}

The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25,
also illustrates the experience of the
Adventist people. In Matthew 24, in answer to
the question of his disciples concerning the
sign of his coming and of the end of the
world, Christ had pointed out some of the
most important events in the history of the
world and of the church from his first to his
second advent; namely, the destruction of
Jerusalem, the great tribulation of the church
under the pagan and papal persecutions, the
darkening of the sun and moon, and the
falling of the stars. After this he spoke of his
coming in his kingdom, and related the
parable describing the two classes of
servants who look for his appearing. Chapter
25 opens with the words, "Then shall the
kingdom of Heaven be likened unto ten
virgins." Here is brought to view the
churchliving in the last days, the same that is
pointed out in the close of chapter 24. In this
parable their experience is illustrated by the
incidents of an Eastern marriage. {GC88
393.1}

"Then shall the kingdom of Heaven be
likened unto ten virgins, which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet the

bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and
five were foolish. They that were foolish took
their lamps, and took no oil with them; but the
wise took oil in their vessels with their
lampsWhile the bridegroom tarried, they all
slumbered and slept. And at midnight there
was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet him..." {GC88
393.2} (For deeper understanding on the
parable of the 10 virgins, read chapter 22
of The Great Controversy).
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WORSHIP THE CREATOR

Those who had accepted the light concerning
the mediation of Christ and the perpetuity of
the law of God, found that these were the
truths presented in Revelation 14. The
messages of this chapter constitute a
threefold warning, which is to prepare the
inhabitants of the earth for the Lord's second
coming. The announcement, "The hour of his
Judgment is come," points to the closing work
of Christ's ministration for the salvation of
men. It heralds a truth which must be
proclaimed until the Saviour's intercession
shall cease, and he shall return to the earth to
take his people to himself. The work of
judgment which began in 1844, must
continue until the cases of all are decided,
both of the living and the dead; hence it will
extend to the close of human probation. That
men may be prepared to stand in the
Judgment, the message commands them to
"fear God, and give glory to him," "and
worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters."
The result of an acceptance of these
messages is given in the words, "Here are
they that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus." In order to be
prepared for the Judgment, it is necessary
that men should keep the law of God. That
law will be the standard of character in the
Judgment. The apostle Paul declares, "As
many as have sinned in the law shall be
judged by the law; in the day when God shall
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ."
And he says that "the doers of the law shall
be justified.”" [ROM. 2:12-16.] Faith is
essential in order to the keeping of the law of
God; for "without faith it is impossible to
please him." And "whatsoever is not of faith is
sin." [HEB. 11:6; ROM. 14:23.] {GC88
435.2}

By the first angel, men are called upon to
"fear God, and give glory to him," and to
worship him as the Creator of the heavens
and the earth. In order to do this, they must
obey his law. Says the wise man, "Fear God,
and keep his commandments; for this is the
whole duty of man." [ECCL. 12:13.] Without
obedience to his commandments, no worship
can be pleasingto God. "This is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments.” "He
that turneth away his ear from hearing the
law, even his prayer shall be abomination." [1
JOHN 5:3; PROV. 28:9.] {GC88 436.1}

The duty to worship God is based upon the
fact that he is the Creator, and that to him all
other beings owe their existence. And
wherever, in the Bible, his claim to reverence
and worship, above the gods of the heathen,
is presented, there is cited the evidence of his
creative power. "All the gods of the nations
are idols; but the Lord made the heavens."
[PS. 96:5.] "To whom then will ye liken me, or
shall | be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up
your eyes on high, and behold who hath
created these things." "Thus saith the Lord
that created the heavens; God himself that
formed the earth and made it; . . . | am
Jehovah; and there is none else.” [ISA.
40:25, 26; 45:18.] Says the psalmist, "Know
ye that Jehovah, he is God; it is he that hath
made us, and not we ourselves." "O come, let
us worship and bow down, let us kneel before
the Lord our Maker." [PS. 100:3; 95:6.] And
the holy beings who worship Godin Heaven
state, as the reason why their homage is due
to him, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, toreceive
glory and honor and power; for thou hast
created all things." [REV. 4: 11.] {GC88
436.2}

In Revelation 14, men are called upon to
worship the Creator, and the prophecy brings
to view a class that, as the result of the
threefold message, are keeping the
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commandments of God. One of these
commandments points directly to God as the
Creator. The fourth precept declares: "The
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God. . . . Forin six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day,
and hallowed it." [EX. 20:10, 11.] Concerning
the Sabbath, the Lord says, further, that it is
"a sign . . . that ye may know that | am the
Lord your God." [EZE. 20:20.] And the
reason given is, "For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, and on the seventh
day he rested, and was refreshed."[EX.
31:17.] {GC88 437.1}

"The importance of the Sabbath as the
memorial of creation is that it keeps ever
present the true reason why worship is due to
God," because he is the Creator, and we his
creatures. "The Sabbath therefore lies at the
very foundation of divine worship; for it
teaches this great truth in the most
impressive manner, and no other institution
does this. The true ground of divine worship,
not of that on the seventh day merely, but of
all worship, is found in the distinction between
the Creator and his creatures. This great fact
can never become obsolete, and must never
be forgotten." It was to keep this truth ever
before the minds of men that God instituted
the Sabbath in Eden; and so long as the fact
that he is our Creator continues to be a
reason why we should worship him, so long
the Sabbath will continue as its sign and
memorial. Had the Sabbath been universally
kept, man's thoughts and affections would
have been led to the Creator as the object of
reverence and worship, and there would
never have been an idolater, an atheist, or an
infidel. The keeping of the Sabbath is a sign
of loyalty to the true God, "him that made
heaven and earth, and the sea, and the

fountains of waters." It follows that the
message which commands men to worship
God and keep his commandments, will
especially call upon them to keep the fourth
commandment. {GC88 437.2}

In contrast to those who keep the
commandments of God and have the faith of
Jesus, the third angel points to another class,
against whose errors a solemn and fearful
warning is uttered: "If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark in
his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall
drink of the wine of the wrath of God." [REV.
14:9, 10.] A correct interpretation of the
symbols employed is necessary to an
understanding of this message. What is
represented by the beast, the image, the
mark? {GC88 438.1}

The line of prophecy in which these symbols
are found, begins with Revelation 12, with the
dragon that sought to destroy Christ at his
birth. The dragon is said to be Satan; [REV.
12:9.] he it was that moved upon Herod to
put the Saviour to death. But the chief agent
of Satan in making war upon Christ and his
people during the first centuries of the
Christian era, was the Roman Empire, in
which paganism was the prevailing religion.
Thus while the dragon, primarily, represents
Satan, it is, in a secondary sense, a symbol
of pagan Rome. {GC88 438.2}
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END-TIME DECEPTIONS

From the very beginning of the great
controversy in Heaven, it has been Satan's
purpose tooverthrow the law of God. It was to
accomplish this that he entered upon his
rebellion against the Creator; and though he
was cast out of Heaven, he has continued the
same warfare upon the earth. To deceive men,
and thus lead them to transgress God's law, is
the object which he has steadfastly pursued.
Whether this be accomplished by casting aside
the law altogether, or by rejecting one of its
precepts, the result will be ultimately the same.
He that offends "in one point," manifests
contempt for the whole law; his influence and
example are on the side of transgression; he
becomes "guilty of all." [JAMES 2:10.] {GC88
582.1}

In seeking to cast contempt upon the divine
statutes, Satan has perverted the doctrines of
the Bible, and errors have thus become
incorporated into the faith of thousands who
profess to believe the Scriptures. The last great
conflict between truth and error is but the final
struggle of the long-standing controversy
concerning the law of God. Upon this battle we
are now entering,--a battle between the laws of
men and the precepts of Jehovah, between the
religion of the Bible and the religion of fable and
tradition. {GC88 582.2}

The iniquity and spiritual of the Scriptures; but
where is to be found the cause of the
widespread infidelity, the rejection of the law of
God, and the consequent corruption, under the
full blaze of gospel light in an age of religious
freedom? Now that Satan can no longer keep
the world under his control by withholding the
Scriptures, he resorts to other means to
accomplish the same object. To destroy faith in
the Bible serves his purpose as well as to
destroy the Bible itself. By introducing the belief
that God's law is not binding, he as effectually

leads men to transgress as if they were wholly
ignorant of its precepts.

And now, as in former ages, he has worked
through the church to further his designs. The
religious organizations of the day have refused
to listen to unpopular truths plainly brought to
view in the Scriptures, and in combating them
they have adopted interpretations and taken
positions which have sown broadcast the seeds
of skepticism. Clinging to the papal error of
natural immortality and man's consciousness in
death, they have rejected the only defense
against the delusions of Spiritualism. The
doctrine of eternal torment hasled many to
disbelieve the Bible. And as the claims of the
fourth commandment are urged upon the
people, it is found that the observance of the
seventh-day Sabbath is enjoined; and as the
only way to free themselves from a duty which
they are unwilling to perform, popular teachers
declare that the law of God is no longer binding.
Thus they cast away the law and the Sabbath
together. As the work of Sabbath reform
extends, this rejection of the divine law to avoid
the claims of the fourth commandment will
become well-nigh universal. The teachings of
religious leaders have opened the door to
infidelity, to Spiritualism, and to contempt for
God's holy law, and upon these leaders rests a
fearful responsibility forthe iniquity that exists in
the Christian world. {GC88 586.2}

Yet this very class put forth the claim that the
fast-spreading corruption is largely attributable
to the desecration of the so-called "Christian
Sabbath," and that theenforcement of Sunday
observance would greatly improve the morals of
society. This claim is especially urged in
America, where the doctrine of the true Sabbath
has been most widely preached. Here the
temperance work, one of the most prominent
and important of moral reforms, is often
combined with the Sunday movement, and the
advocates of the latter represent themselves as
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laboring to promote the highest interest of
society; and those who refuse to unite with
them are denounced as the enemies of
temperance and reform. But thefact that a
movement to establish error is connected with a
work which is in itself good, is not an argument
in favor of the error. We may disguise poison by
mingling it with wholesome food, but we do not
change its nature. On the contrary, it is
rendered more dangerous, as it is more likely to
be taken unawares. It is one of Satan's devices
to combine with falsehood just enough truth to
give it plausibility. The leaders of the Sunday
movement may advocate reforms which the
people need, principles which are in harmony
with the Bible, yet while there is with these a
requirement which is contrary to God's law, his
servants cannot unite with them. Nothing can
justify them in setting aside the commandments
of God for the precepts of men. {GC88 587.1}

Through the two great errors, the immortality of
the soul, and Sunday sacredness, Satan will
bring the people under his deceptions. While
the former lays the foundation of Spiritualism,
the latter creates a bond of sympathy with
Rome. The Protestants of the United States will
be foremost in stretching their hands across the
gulf to grasp the hand of Spiritualism; they will
reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the
Roman power; and under the influence of this
threefold union, this country will follow in the
steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of
conscience. {GC88 588.1}

As Spiritualism more closely imitates the
nominal Christianity of the day, it has greater
power to deceive and ensnare. Satan himself is
converted, after the modern order of things. He
will appear in the character of an angel of light.
Through the agency of Spiritualism, miracles
will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and
many undeniable wonders will be performed.
And as the spirits will profess faith in the Bible,
and manifest respect for the institutions of the

church, their work will be accepted as a
manifestation of divine power. {GC88 588.2}

The line of distinction between professed
Christians and the ungodly is now hardly
distinguishable. Church-members love what the
world loves, and are ready to join with them;
and Satan determines to unite them in one
body, and thus strengthen his cause by
sweeping all into the ranks of Spiritualism.
Papists, who boast of miracles as a certain sign
of the true church, will be readily deceived by
this wonder-working power; and Protestants,
having cast away the shield of truth, will also be
deluded. Papists, Protestants, andworldlings
will alike accept the form of godliness without
the power, and they will see in this union a
grand movement for the conversion of the
world, and the ushering in of the longexpected
millennium. {GC88 588.3}

But after the fall, Satan bade his angels make a
special effort to inculcate the belief in man's
natural immortality; and having induced the
people to receive this error, they were to lead
them on to conclude that the sinner would live
in eternal misery. Now the prince of darkness,
working through his agents, represents God as
a revengeful tyrant, declaring that he plunges
into hell all those who do not please him, and
causes them ever to feel his wrath; and that
while they suffer unutterable anguish, and
writhe in the eternal flames, their Creator looks
down upon them with satisfaction. {GC88
534.1}
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AMERICA AND BABYLON
America

“But the beast with lamb-like horns was seen
“‘coming up out of the earth.” Instead of
overthrowing other powers to establish itself,
the nation thus represented must arise in
territory previously unoccupied, and grow up
gradually and peacefully. It could not, then,
arise among the crowded and struggling
nationalities of the Old World,—that turbulent
sea of “peoples, and multitudes, and nations,
and tongues.” It must be sought in the Western
Continent. {GC88 440.1}

What nation of the New World was in 1798
rising into power, giving promise of strength and
greatness, and attracting the attention of the
world? The application of the symbol admits of
no guestion. One nation, and only one, meets
the specifications of this prophecy; it points
unmistakably to the United States of America.
Again and again the thought, almost the exact
words, of the sacred writer have been
unconsciously employed by the orator and the
historian in describing the rise and growth of
this nation. The beast was seen “coming up out
of the earth;” and, according to the translators,
the word here rendered “coming up” literally
signifies to “grow or spring up as a plant.” And,
as we have seen, the nation must arise in
territory previously unoccupied. A prominent
writer, describing the rise of the United States,
speaks of “the mystery of her coming forth from
vacancy,” and says, “Like a silent seed we grew
into empire.— G.A Townsend, The New World
Compared With the Old, page 462. {GC88
440.2}

“And he had two horns like a lamb.” The lamb-
like horns indicate youth, innocence, and
gentleness, fitly representing the character of
the United States when presented to the
prophet as “coming up” in 1798. The Christian

exiles who first fled to America, sought an
asylum from royal oppression and priestly
intolerance, and they determined to establish a
government upon the broad foundation of civil
and religious liberty. The Declaration of
Independence sets forth the great truth that “all
men are created equal,” and endowed with the
inalienable right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.” And the Constitution guarantees
to the people the right of self-government,
providing that representatives elected by the
popular vote shall enact and administer the
laws. Freedom of religious faith was also
granted, every man being permitted to worship
God according to the dictates of his conscience.
Republicanism and Protestantism became the
fundamental principles of the nation. These
principles are the secret of its power and
prosperity. The oppressed and down-trodden
throughout Christendom have turned to this
land with interest and hope. Millions have
sought its shores, and the United States has
risen to a place among the most powerful
nations of the earth. {GC88 441.1}

But the beast with lamb-like horns “spake as a
dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the
first beast before him, and causeth the earth
and them which dwell therein to worship the
first beast, whose deadly wound was
healed...saying to them that dwell on the earth,
that they should make an image to the beast,
which had the wound by a sword, and did live.”
[Revelation 13:11-14.] {GC88 441.2}

The lamb-like horns and dragon voice of the
symbol point to a striking contradiction between
the professions and the practice of the nation
thus represented. The “speaking” of the nation
is the action of its legislative and judicial
authorities. By such action it will give the lie to
those liberal and peaceful principles which it
has put forth as the foundation of its policy. The
prediction that it will speak “as a dragon,” and
exercise “all the power of the first beast,” plainly
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foretells a development of the spirit of
intolerance and persecution that was
manifested by the nations represented by the
dragon and the leopard-like beast. And the
statement that the beast with two horns
“causeth the earth and them which dwell therein
to worship the first beast,” indicates that the
authority of this nation is to be exercised in
enforcing some observance which shall be an
act of homage to the papacy. {GC88 442.1}

Such action would be directly contrary to the
principles of this government, to the genius of
its free institutions, to the direct and solemn
avowals of the Declaration of Independence,
and to the Constitution. The founders of the
nation wisely sought to guard against the
employment of secular power on the part of the
church, with its inevitable result—intolerance
and persecution. {GC88 442.2}

BABYLON

In Revelation 14, the first angel is followed by a
second, proclaiming, “Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” [Revelation 14:8.] The term
Babylon is derived from Babel, and signifies
confusion. It is employed in Scripture to
designate the various forms of false or apostate
religion. In Revelation 17, Babylon is
represented as a woman, a figure which is used
in the Bible as the symbol of a church, a
virtuous woman representing a pure church, a
vile woman an apostate church. {GC88 380.3}

The woman, Babylon, of Revelation 17, is
described as “arrayed in purple and scarlet
color, and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her
hand full of abominations and filthiness. . . . And
upon her forehead was a name written,
Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of
harlots.” Says the prophet, “| saw the woman

drunken with the blood of the saints, and with
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” [Revelation
17:4-6.] Babylon is further declared to be “that
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the
earth.” [Revelation 17:18.] The power that for
SO many centuries maintained despotic sway
over the monarchs of Christendom, is Rome.
The purple and scarlet color, the gold and
precious stones and pearls, vividly picture the
magnificence and more than kingly pomp
affected by the haughty see of Rome. And no
other power could be so truly declared “drunken
with the blood of the saints” as that church
which has so cruelly persecuted the followers of
Christ. Babylon is also charged with the sin of
unlawful connection with “the kings of the
earth.” It was by departure from the Lord, and
alliance with the heathen, that the Jewish
church became a harlot; and Rome, corrupting
herself in like manner by seeking the support of
worldly powers, receives a like condemnation.
{GC88 382.2}

Babylon is said to be “the mother of harlots.” By
her daughters must be symbolized churches
that cling to her doctrines and traditions, and
follow her example of sacrificing the truth and
the approval of God, in order to form an
unlawful alliance with the world. The message
of Revelation 14 announcing the fall of Babylon,
must apply to religious bodies that were once
pure and have become corrupt. Since this
message follows the warning of the Judgment,
it must be given in the last days, therefore it
cannot refer to the Romish Church, for that
church has been in a fallen condition for many
centuries. Furthermore, in the eighteenth
chapter of the Revelation, in a message which
is yet future, the people of God are called upon
to come out of Babylon. According to this
scripture, many of God's people must still be in
Babylon. And in what religious bodies are the
greater part of the followers of Christ now to be
found? Without doubt, in the various churches
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professing the Protestant faith. At the time of
their rise, these churches took a noble stand for
God and the truth, and his blessing was with
them...” {GC88 382.3}

Many of the Protestant churches are following
Rome's example of iniquitous connection with
“the kings of the earth;” the State churches, by
their relation to secular governments, and other
denominations by seeking the favor of the
world. And the term Babylon—confusion—may
be appropriately applied to these bodies, all
professing to derive their doctrines from the
Bible, yet divided into almost innumerable
sects, with widely conflicting creeds and
theories. {GC88 383.1}

Besides a sinful union with the world, the
churches that separated from Rome present
other of her characteristics. {GC88 383.2}
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THE SEAL OF GOD OR THE MARK OF
THE BEAST?

“...Christians of past generations observed
the Sunday, supposing that in so doing they
were keeping the Bible Sabbath, and there
are now true Christians in every church, not
excepting the Roman Catholic communion,
who honestly believe that Sunday is the
Sabbath of divine appointment. God accepts
their sincerity of purpose and their integrity
before him. But when Sunday observance
shall be enforced by law, and the world shall
be enlightened concerning the obligation of
the true Sabbath, then whoever shall
transgress the command of God, to obey a
precept which has no higher authority than
that of Rome, will thereby honor popery
above God. He is paying homage to Rome,
and to the power which enforces the
institution ordained by Rome. He is
worshiping the beast and his image. As men
then reject the institution which God has
declared to be the sign of his authority, and
honor in its stead that which Rome has
chosen as the token of her supremacy, they
will thereby accept the sign of allegiance to
Rome—*"the mark of the beast.” And it is not
until the issue is thus plainly set before the
people, and they are brought to choose
between the commandments of God and the
commandments of men, that those who
continue in transgression will receive “the
mark of the beast.” {GC88 449.1}

Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be
brought. The powers of earth, uniting to war
against the commandments of God, will
decree that all, “both small and great, rich
and poor, free and bond,” [Revelation
13:16.] shall conform to the customs of the
church by the observance of the false
sabbath. All who refuse compliance will be
visited with civil penalties, and it will finally be
declared that they are deserving of death. On

the other hand, the law of God enjoining the
Creator's rest-day demands obedience, and
threatens wrath against all who transgress its
precepts. {GC88 604.2}

With the issue thus clearly brought before
him, whoever shall trample upon God's law to
obey a human enactment, receives the mark
of the beast; he accepts the sign of
allegiance to the power which he chooses to
obey instead of God. The warning from
Heaven is, “If any man worship the beast and
his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the cup of his
indignation.” [Revelation 14:9, 10.] {GC88
604.3}

But not one is made to suffer the wrath of
God until the truth has been brought home to
his mind and conscience, and has been
rejected. There are many who have never
had an opportunity to hear the special truths
for this time. The obligation of the fourth
commandment has never been set before
them in its true light. He who reads every
heart, and tries every motive, will leave none
who desire a knowledge of the truth, to be
deceived as to the issues of the controversy.
The decree is not to be urged upon the
people blindly. Everyone is to have sufficient
light to make his decision intelligently. {GC88
605.1}

The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty;
for it is the point of truth especially
controverted. When the final test shall be
brought to bear upon men, then the line of
distinction will be drawn between those who
serve God and those who serve him not.
While the observance of the false sabbath in
compliance with the law of the State, contrary
to the fourth commandment, will be an
avowal of allegiance to a power that is in
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opposition to God, the keeping of the true
Sabbath, in obedience to God's law, is an
evidence of loyalty to the Creator. While one
class, by accepting the sign of submission to
earthly powers, receive the mark of the beast,
the other, choosing the token of allegiance to
divine authority, receive the seal of God.
{GC88 605.2}

As the controversy extends into new fields,
and the minds of the people are called to
God's down-trodden law, Satan is astir. The
power attending the message will only
madden those who oppose it. The clergy will
put forth almost superhuman efforts to shut
away the light, lest it should shine upon their
flocks. By every means at their command
they will endeavor to suppress the discussion
of these vital questions. The church appeals
to the strong arm of civil power, and in this
work, papists and Protestants unite. As the
movement for Sunday enforcement becomes
more bold and decided, the law will be
invoked against commandment-keepers.
They will be threatened with fines and
imprisonment, and some will be offered
positions of influence, and other rewards and
advantages, as inducements to renounce
their faith. But their steadfast answer is,
“Show us from the Word of God our error,”—
the same plea that was made by Luther
under similar circumstances. Those who are
arraigned before the courts make a strong
vindication of the truth, and some who hear
them are led to take their stand to keep all the
commandments of God. Thus light will be
brought before thousands who otherwise
would know nothing of these truths. {GC88
607.1}

Conscientious obedience to the Word of God
will be treated as rebellion. Blinded by Satan,
the parent will exercise harshness and
severity toward the believing child; the master
or mistress will oppress the commandment-

keeping servant. Affection will be alienated;
children will be disinherited, and driven from
home. The words of Paul will be literally
fulfilled, “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.” [2 Timothy 3:12.]
As the defenders of truth refuse to honor the
Sunday-sabbath, some of them will be thrust
into prison, some will be exiled, some will be
treated as slaves. To human wisdom, all this
now seems impossible; but as the restraining
Spirit of God shall be withdrawn from men,
and they shall be under the control of Satan,
who hates the divine precepts, there will be
strange developments. The heart can be very
cruel when God's fear and love are removed.
{GC88 607.2}

As the storm approaches, a large class who
have professed faith in the third angel's
message, but have not been sanctified
through obedience to the truth, abandon their
position, and join the ranks of the opposition.
By uniting with the world and partaking of its
spirit, they have come to view matters in
nearly the same light; and when the test is
brought, they are prepared to choose the
easy, popular side. Men of talent and
pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the
truth, employ their powers to deceive and
mislead souls. They become the most bitter
enemies of their former brethren. When
Sabbath-keepers are brought before the
courts to answer for their faith, these
apostates are the most efficient agents of
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and
by false reports and insinuations to stir up the
rulers against them. {GC88 608.1}
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BABYLON AND ARMAGEDDON
Babylon

The Bible declares that before the coming of
the Lord, Satan will work "with all power and
signs and lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness;" and
they that "received not the love of the truth,
that they might be saved," will be left to
receive "strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie." 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. Not
until this condition shall be reached, and the
union of the church with the world shall be
fully accomplished throughout Christendom,
will the fall of Babylon be complete. The
change is a progressive one, and the perfect
fulfillment of Revelation 14:8 is yet future.
{GC 389.3}

Notwithstanding the spiritual darkness and
alienation from God that exist in the churches
which constitute Babylon, the great body of
Christ's true followers are still to be found in
their communion. There are many of these
who have never seen the special truths for
this time. Not a few are dissatisfied with their
present condition and are longing for clearer
light. They look in vain for the image of Christ
in the churches with which they are
connected. As these bodies depart further
and further from the truth, and ally
themselves more closely with the world, the
difference between the two classes will
widen, and it will finally result in separation.
The time will come when those who love God
supremely can no longer remain in
connection with such as are "lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a
form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof." {GC 390.1}

Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the
result of rejecting the threefold warning of
Revelation 14:6-12, the church will have fully

reached the condition foretold by the second
angel, and the people of God still in Babylon
will be called upon to separate from her
communion. This message is the last that will
ever be given to the world; and it will
accomplish its work. When those that
"believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness" (2 Thessalonians 2:12),
shall be left to receive strong delusion and to
believe a lie, then the light of truth will shine
upon all whose hearts are open to receive it,
and all the children of the Lord that remain in
Babylon will heed the call: "Come out of her,
My people" (Revelation 18:4) {GC 390.2}

Armageddon

“John . . . was a witness of the terrible scenes
that will take place as signs of Christ's
coming. He saw armies mustering for battle,
and men's hearts failing them for fear. He
saw the earth moved out of its place, the
mountains carried into the midst of the sea,
the waves thereof roaring and troubled, and
the mountains shaking with the swelling
thereof. He saw the vials of God's wrath
opened, and pestilence, famine, and death
come upon the inhabitants of the earth.

There are only two parties in our world, those
who are loyal to God, and those who stand
under the banner of the prince of darkness.
Satan and his angels will come down with
power and signs and lying wonders to
deceive those who dwell on the earth, and if
possible the very elect. The crisis is right
upon us. Is this to paralyze the energies of
those who have a knowledge of the truth? Is
the influence of the powers of deception so
far reaching that the influence of the truth will
be overpowered?

The battle of Armageddon is soon to be
fought. He on whose vesture is written the
name, King of kings and Lord of lords, leads
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forth the armies of heaven on white horses,
clothed in fine linen, clean and white

Every form of evil is to spring into intense
activity. Evil angels unite their powers with
evil men, and as the

y have been in constant conflict and attained
an experience in the best modes of deception
and battle, and have been strengthening for
centuries, they will not yield the last great
final contest without a desperate struggle. All
the world will be on one side or the other of
the question. The battle of Armageddon will
be fought, and that day must find none of us
sleeping. Wide awake we must be, as wise
virgins having oil in our vessels with our
lamps. ...

The power of the Holy Ghost must be upon
us, and the Captain of the Lord's host will
stand at the head of the angels of heaven to
direct the battle. Solemn events before us are
yet to transpire. Trumpet after trumpet is to
be sounded, vial after vial poured out one
after another upon the inhabitants of the
earth. Scenes of stupendous interest are right
upon us

Two great opposing powers are revealed in
the last great battle. On one side stands the
Creator of heaven and earth. All on His side
bear His signet. They are obedient to His
commands. On the other side stands the
prince of darkness, with those who have
chosen apostasy and rebellion.

The present is a solemn, fearful time for the
church. The angels are already girded,
awaiting the mandate of God to pour their
vials of wrath upon the world. Destroying
angels are taking up the work of vengeance;
for the Spirit of God is gradually withdrawing
from the world. Satan is also mustering his
forces of evil, going forth "unto the kings of
the earth and of the whole world," to gather

them under his banner, to be trained for "the
battle of that great day of God Almighty."
Satan is to make most powerful efforts for the
mastery in the last great conflict.
Fundamental principles will be brought out,
and decisions made in regard to them.
Skepticism is prevailing everywhere.
Ungodliness abounds. The faith of individual
members of the church will be tested as
though there were not another person in the
world

We need to study the pouring out of the
seventh vial. The powers of evil will not yield
up the conflict without a struggle. But
Providence has a part to act in the battle of
Armageddon. When the earth is lighted with
the glory of the angel of Revelation eighteen,
the religious elements, good and evil, will
awake from slumber, and the armies of the
living God will take the field.” Chapter 16 of
S.D.A Bible Commentary, volume 7, page
982-983
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THE RETURN OF OUR LORD JESUS

“It is at midnight that God manifests his power
for the deliverance of his people. The sun
appears, shining in its strength. Signs and
wonders follow in quick succession. The
wicked look with terror and amazement upon
the scene, while the righteous behold with
solemn joy the tokens of their deliverance.
Everything in nature seems turned out of its
course. The streams cease to flow. Dark,
heavy clouds come up, and clash against
each other. In the midst of the angry heavens
is one clear space of indescribable glory,
whence comes the voice of God like the
sound of many waters, saying, “It is done.”
[Revelation 16:17, 18.] {GC88 636.2}

That voice shakes the heavens and the earth.
There is a mighty earthquake, “such as was
not since men were upon the earth, so mighty
an earthquake and so great.” [Revelation
16:17, 18.] The firmament appears to open
and shut. The glory from the throne of God
seems flashing through. The mountains
shake like a reed in the wind, and ragged
rocks are scattered on every side. There is a
roar as of a coming tempest. The sea is
lashed into fury. There is heard the shriek of
the hurricane, like the voice of demons upon
a mission of destruction. The whole earth
heaves and swells like the waves of the sea.
Its surface is breaking up. Its very
foundations seem to be giving way. Mountain
chains are sinking. Inhabited islands
disappear. The seaports that have become
like Sodom for wickedness, are swallowed up
by the angry waters. Babylon the Great hath
come in remembrance before God, “to give
unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness
of his wrath.” [Revelation 16:19, 21.] Great
hailstones, everyone “about the weight of a
talent,” are doing their work of destruction.
The proudest cities of the earth are laid low.
The lordly palaces, upon which the world's

great men have lavished their wealth in order
to glorify themselves, are crumbling to ruin
before their eyes. Prison walls are rent
asunder, and God's people, who have been
held in bondage for their faith, are set free
{GC88 636.3}

Graves are opened, and “many of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth” “awake, some
to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.” [Daniel 12:2.] All who
have died in the faith of the third angel's
message come forth from the tomb glorified,
to hear God's covenant of peace with those
who have kept his law. “They also which
pierced Him,” [Revelation 1:7.] those that
mocked and derided Christ's dying agonies,
and the most violent opposers of his truth and
his people, are raised to behold him in his
glory, and to see the honor placed upon the
loyal and obedient. {GC88 637.1}

The King of kings descends upon the cloud,
wrapped in flaming fire. The heavens are
rolled together as a scroll, the earth trembles
before him, and every mountain and island is
moved out of its place. “Our God shall come,
and shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour
before him, and it shall be very tempestuous
round about him. He shall call to the heavens
from above, and to the earth, that he may
judge his people.” [Psalm 50:3, 4.] {GC88
641.2}

“And the kings of the earth, and the great
men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every
bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves
in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on
us, and hide us from the face of Him that
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath is
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come; and who shall be able to stand?”
[Revelation 6:15-17.] {GC88 642.1}

There are those who mocked Christ in his
humiliation. With thrilling power come to their
minds the Sufferer's words, when, adjured by
the high priest, he solemnly declared,
“Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting
on the right hand of power, and coming in the
clouds of heaven.” [Matthew 26:64.] Now
they behold him in his glory, and they are yet
to see him sitting on the right hand of power.
{GC88 643.1}

In the lives of all who reject truth, there are
moments when conscience awakens, when
memory presents the torturing recollection of
a life of hypocrisy, and the soul is harassed
with vain regrets. But what are these
compared with the remorse of that day when
“fear cometh as desolation,” when
“destruction cometh as a whirlwind!”
[Proverbs 1:27.] Those who would have
destroyed Christ and his faithful people, now
witness the glory which rests upon them. In
the midst of their terror they hear the voices
of the saints in joyful strains exclaiming, “Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for him, and
he will save us.” [Isaiah 25:9.] {GC88 644.1}

Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of
lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of
the Son of God calls forth the sleeping saints.
He looks upon the graves of the righteous,
then raising his hands to heaven he cries,
“Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the
dust, and arise!” Throughout the length and
breadth of the earth, the dead shall hear that
voice; and they that hear shall live. And the
whole earth shall ring with the tread of the
exceeding great army of every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people. From the prison-
house of death they come, clothed with
immortal glory, crying, “O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is the victory?” [1

Corinthians 15:55.] And the living righteous
and the risen saints unite their voices in a
long, glad shout of victory. {GC88 644.2}

The living righteous are changed “in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” At the
voice of God they were glorified; now they are
made immortal, and with the risen saints are
caught up to meet their Lord in the air. Angels
“gather together the elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.” Little
children are borne by holy angels to their
mothers’ arms. Friends long separated by
death are united, nevermore to part, and with
songs of gladness ascend together to the city
of God. {GC88 645.1}




